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a skep of the common construction, 
be places it in the wooden case above 
described, and forms a passage for the 
bees from the skep to without, by the 
front, not allowing them to pass in 
any other dnectjou. When the bees 
have pretty well hi led the skep with 
combs and honey, he takes a box, 
which is nearly square, and somewhat 
larger in the upper surface than the 
bottom ot the skep, and place* it un- 
der the skep. In the upper part of 
the box there is a squaie apeiture 
for the purpose offormn.g a commu- 
nication between the Skep aud 
box, which can be stopped at piea- 
sme, by means of a sliding bar. 
having received this increase of space, 
the colony will double their diligence 
in increasing their magazine ot pro- 
vision, and if the season prove fa- 
vourable, will soon have (he straw 
skep completely stowed with wax and 
honey. It thought adviseable, tile slid- 
ing bar may then be pusned in, and 
the skep removed. It is to be pre- 
sumed that the bees will now be 
who'ly or principally in the box. If 
it be apprehended that some are still 
above, these may be destroyed in the 
ordinary way by the fumes of sulphur. 
It may not however be adviseableto 
take any part of their stock the 
flrst year, since in this climate, it 
rarely happens, that even a strong hive 
can fill a moderately sized skep in 
one season. At the end of the se- 
cond season, the bees will have col. 
iected a (aiger store, and/ tnere will 
then be less danger of being put to 
the necessity of destroying, as above, 
any members of the colony, and less 
trouble hi saving them uuring the 
winter. 

By the above mode, my friend pro- 
poses to prevent the bees from swarm- 
ing, whiih occasions an increase of 
trouble and expense, to reap a greater 
produce from them, and to save the 
lives of these interesting, and useful 
insects. How tar be may succeed, I 
cannot at present say, as the plan has 
not yet been fully tried. 1 may here- 
after communicate the result of his 
experiments on these subjects. 

I shall conclude this paper by re- 
marking, that I apprehend proprietors 
are in general too late in putting down 
their bees. £ven so early as this day 



(11th September) I observe, that th 
bees especially ot the strong hive:, ac 
scarcely stiinng, though the sun be 
shining, and the weather moderately 
warm. '1 hey must of course have al- 
ready begun to consume their stock, 
and, at any rate, it cannot be expect- 
ed that they will now make any ad- 
dition to it. 1 see a tew bees woik- 
ing on a bed of mignonette, but the 
quantity of honey now collected must 
be so small, that 1 conceive those wii(* 
have bees should immediately take 
those hives which they intend lor use. 
In lliosg years in which the latter 
part of the season is uncommonly fa- 
vouiable, it may be proper to let the 
hives lemain till atter the beginning 
ot October ; but I believe, in general, 
hives should be put down towards th« 
middle ot September. A. Z. 

P. S. I would gladly learn from 
some of your correspondents, what the 
nature of that substance is which 
wasps collect m their combs, and 
whether or not it could be applied tQ 
any use? 

To the Editop °J '^* Belfast Magazine. 

STR, 

HAYING in vain, sought for some 
account of the discovery of po- 
taioe oats, from those of my friends 
who were to be supposed best acquaint- 
ed with the subject, 1 take the liberty, 
through your magazine, to inquire of 
some of)oui infoimed coriespdndeilts, 
whence this valuable species of oats 
has been dei ived, and irofjl' What cir- 
cumstance it is that it obtain* its' 
name? It is natural tor agriculturists 
to wish to know some particular of 
this excellent species of grain. A. Z. 

For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

SKETCH OF A RAMBLE, 

Taken September, 1809. 

EARLY on a beautiful morning 
of last September, I set out fiom 
Carnckiergus to visit an acquaintance 
in the eastern part ot Island Magee. 
The morning possessed all the charms 
of the season ; the sun had nearly 
made his appearance, and his bright 
slantingrays reflected from the unruffled 
surface et the bay a dazzling light, 
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which when caught by the sails of 
some vessels entei ing the bay on par- 
ticular ticks, had a veiy pleasing 
effect. I also observed the swallows 
beginning to congiegate on the tops 
of several houses, prepaiatory toth?ir 
general flight, which always happens 
soon after this appearance. Leaving 
the town, the road passes through a 
tract of excellent land, which now 
glowing with the rich fruits of culti- 
vation, set it off to great advantage, 
some coi n was rn the stook, and the 
wholf fully 

* Invited the sickle from its twelvemonth's 
rest." 

The road heie formerly passed close, 
atong die shore, but the sea had eu- 
cioached so inucn of late years, as 
rendered it oft impassible, which caused 
the present one to be made Alter 
walking about a mile from the town, 
1 c.rpssed the Copeland wafer, a small 
uvulet, which is heie the meanng of 
the corpoiation; the load here enters 
the parish of Killroot, antiently, K ill- 
reoigh, the red church, the land on 
the left belong? to (he Bishop of Down 
and Cannot, and on the right to C.R, 
JDobbs, esq. I his parish is united, 
in the established chuich, to that of 
Lallynuie, its ancient churcl) has bfeeu 
long it) luitis, and the inhabitants la- 
ment thetylhedid not sluie the same 
late; the celewattd Dean bwilt, was 
sometime pi el.end of this place. Con- 
tinuing my jouitie), 1 soon reached 
Castle Dobbs, the elegant seat of C.R. 
Dobbs, esq. whose mansion stands a 
little to the left, and is seen to great 
advantage fi om tlieioad; the demesne 
is well wooded with clumps and bells 
of tiees, from amongst whiclithousandg 
of rooks weie now taking tiieir de- 
parture, uilh a most clamoious none, 
to renew their depiedauons on the 
neighbouring fields : Pheasants and 
the stock dote are also plenty within 
the demesne, lie oops as [passed 
along, exhibited a line appearance, 
the corn seemed to. have suiieied 
but little from the heavy rams that 
had fallen lately, as i seldom saw any 
lodged; the hawthorn hedges) observed 
beginning to lose their vivid gsten, 
and assuming that brownness winch 
maiks the rapid decay of all their 
joliage, and leminds us -that soon, 
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" Incessant will rustle frqin the mournful 
glove." 

1 new came in sight of Island Magef, 
and there being very little wood t* 
obstruct the prospect, Iliad a delightful 
coup d'oeil of the western side of thai 
peninsula, which now ghtured wuh 
the yellow tints of autumn ; its little 
knol.s forming a tine undulative ap- 
pearance, while heie and there the 
bluish smoke from the morning the 
of the houses curled high in the air, and 
pointed 1 out the different habitations, as, 

'* I roved with devious step, and heard the 

rill 
"That mm inured sweet, and listened to 

the gale." 

Ciossingasmall rivulet called Slaugh- 
ter-ford, ] entered the Island; this, 
stream takes its name from the dread- 
ful massacie that began here on the 
night of Saturday, January 8th, 1642, 
concerning this event, historians have 
given very dissimilai relations, as to 
the cause, a«d number of sufferers, 
jet they generally agree in saying 
(hey were inoffensive and untainted by 
rebellion; the peison really impartial 
will theiefore deplore the event, let 
the numbers have been 30 or 3000 
persons, for there is all this <Jiffeience 
m the accounts. I now passed Mulder- 
slay, the cb'ef of hills in .this part, 
whose steep sides were mostly covered 
with corn bowing tor the sitkle, in- 
dustry having climbed to near its 
summit, and exhioiting an excellent 
specimen of the state of agriculture, 
m this district, which is much im- 
proved within the last thirty years, 
<is the reader will see by the following, 
authentic anecdote. In 1779, the 
landJoid Loid Dungaunon, reduced 
the price of lime, to his tenantry, to 
sixpence per barrel; and at the same 
fine proposed to lime the land of 
such as were not then able to do it 
themselves; and take payment for the 
s.'iue as they were able to spate it, 
but strange to fill, veiy few embraced 
the oiier and the lime, mostly, con- 
tinued fermenting in the kilns till it 
burst the wails asunder ' 1 imes are 
now altered, and this valuable fossil 
is in geneial use as a manure, without 
any encouragement fiom the landlord. 
The morning continuing fine, its, 
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On the Lanuastvian School House, 
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charms were yet further heightened 
by the notes of the wood lark, which 
1 now fhst heaid beginning his au- 
tumnal song, he seemed really "blithe 
to salute the sunny smile of mom," 
and 1 listened with much attention 
to his seng, till I anivedat an antient 
church, by the load, which 1 stept 
aside to examine. " Hail ' sohury 
ruins," I inwardly exclaimed as 1 as- 
cended the steps leading into the grave- 
yard, in which this ruin is situated ; 
) advanced, and enleimg its white 
inci usted walls, sat down on a head- 
stone, both to rest myself and take 
a more minute view of this veiy 
solitary ruin, whose venerable walls 
.reminded me of the frailty incident 
to all sublunary things, 'the appear- 
ance ot this cemetery testifies it to 
be of considerable antiquity, and the 
building, piobably, one of the primi- 
tive phut dies built of lime and stone, 
as it is very small with gothic windows, 
which distinguished the early churches, 
pf this country ; the fabric is yielding 
fast to the iron hand of time," as I 
observed several fragments of its walls 
lying about the yard, once "the pious 
work 

"Of names once fam'd, now dnbiqus or 
forgot." 

Having sat some time in rather a 
melancholy reverie, 1 arose and be- 
gan to examine the inscriptions on 
the different headstones, but found 
none worth transmitting to the reader's 
notice, the name, age, and time of 
death, being all contained on those 
frail memorials ; the one 1 had sat 
on, belonged to the Hills, one of the 
most antient ai»d respectable families 
in the island, *ia\ tiadition says, the 
family ot the hiinsayed several Ro- 
man Catholics, during the massacre 
of }@42, by secreting tliem in a corn 
kiln ; an act highly honourable to them, 
and worthy of being recoided to those 
professing that religion whose divine 
author has said, " Blessed are the 
merciful, for they shall obtain mercy " 
Leaving this place where "The rude 
forefathers of the hamlet sleep," 1 re- 
doubled my pace, and slanting to Hie 
right across the fields, reached a road 
leading direct to Port-muck, tor which 
1 steeied with lengthening steps ; my 
walk since leaving home had been 



very solemn, and on this road it was 
still fuithei mcieased by the few house" 
near it, and no passengers to be seen 
in any dneclion, therefore the silence 
of the mom was seldom disturbed by 
any thing save the rustling ot the ripe 
coin, by the breeze, or the flight of 
sparrows from one field to another : 
I shall therefore present the leader 
with some account, not generally 
known of this Island. S>_ jjj_ a> 

Tq 6e Coa/iwied. 

To the Editor of the Belfast Mpgazine. 

I HAVE been an attentive observer 
of the different Essays which have 
lately appeared respecting the build- 
ing of tue School House, and esta- 
blishing the Lancastrian mode of teach- 
ing in this town. I am sorry to find 
that theie is not that unanimity a- 
mongst those Essayists which a true 
friend to the institution could wisn. 

A person signing himself C. S. 
has endeavoured to discouiage any 
attempts being made tolvards teaching 
the poor children ot this town, by le- 
piesentmg them as the most incorrigible 
lace, that ever d.sjiaced humanity J 
this piece has been w ell answered by 
Humamtas. For these articles see Com- 
mercial Chronicle oi 2bth ult. and first 
and sixth instant. 

But, jMr. Editor, a more dangerous 
enemy has been discovered than the 
janatic C. S. after the close of the re- 
trospect of politics m, your magazine 
for September last, a writer has givei> 
something by way of appendix to that 
article. And though a dash appears to 
end the monthly retrospect of politics, 
yet it is plain, that this writer, by his 
introduction or bead, wishes his paper 
should be consider edtheconclttsion of it. 
r l his writer like C. S. sets out with 
approving of "the laudable exertion 
to piomote the benefit of education 
among the poorer clasres ; " but en- 
deavours to deprive the managers 
of the confidence of the public, by 
bringing a charge ot extravagance 
against thera in unnecessarily squander- 
ing away the public money by building 
a magnificent house. " In viewing 
the building," be says, "now electing 
for that purpose, it appears to be on 
too magnificent a scale ; there ought 
to t>e every accomodation both m 



